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Pentecost - The Mission of the Church: The Story Continues 
Luke 24:44-48; Acts 1:1-8 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
When considering the biblical Story within God’s redemptive activity, there is a fulfillment of 
the promise (Gen. 3:15) and the completion of the picture (Gen. 3:21) in the coming and 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  He is the Story’s theme and climax.  The Church marks this with 
three celebrations.  First, there is Advent (i.e. Christmas) when His incarnation is marked.  
Second, there is Lent (i.e. Easter) which marks His crucifixion and resurrection.  Finally, there 
is Pentecost.  Of the three celebrations, evangelicals are least familiar with the celebration of 
Pentecost.   
 

Pentecost is the old Greek and Latin name for the Jewish harvest festival, or Festival of Weeks (Hebrew חג 
 Hag haShavuot or Shevuot, literally "Festival of Weeks"), which commemorates God giving the Ten השבועות
Commandments at Mount Sinai fifty days after the Exodus.1 

 
This thought ties the NT believer with the OT Story.  The biblical Story is one Story with 
multiple chapters.  There is only one Story.  This Story speaks to the fulfillment of the Seed 
Promise in order that the people of God would be redeemed from their rebellion against Him. 
 
Our Lord’s crucifixion coincides with the Passover celebration held by the nation of Israel.  
Fifty days later these same people would celebrate Pentecost.  Acts 2 speaks of this special and 
spectacular moment in the Story.  These moments were not vague events done on non-specific 
days.  For us, Good Friday is Passover and Pentecost is the birth date of the Church.  This 
enables us to see the Story as singular. 
 
Passover celebrates God delivering His people from imprisonment and bondage through 
blood atonement (Exod. 12; 13).  Pentecost celebrates the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai (Exod. 
19; 20).  Mt. Sinai marks the birth of a nation.  Although the Law is a reflection of God, it is 
only a reflection, a shadow.  The Law formed a buffer between God and man.  Like Moses, the 
people could have approached God directly, but they chose mediators and means rather than 
an immediate and direct approach. 
 

18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance. 19 Then they said 
to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die." 20 Moses 
said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of 
Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin." 21 So the people stood at a distance, while Moses 
approached the thick cloud where God was. (Exod. 20:18-21) 

 
For the NT believer Good Friday is their Passover celebration whereby the provision of God 
delivers the people of God.  Pentecost celebrates the forming of the body.  Both for the people 
of God in the OT and the people of God in the NT something unique takes place when God 
redeems/delivers His people (Ps. 51:10; 2 Cor. 5:17).  The NT believer is not bound by rules 
and regulations in their approach before God.  They have a direct and immediate relationship 
with God that is not bound by system and form (Col. 2:8-23). 
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Besides its significance as the day on which the Torah was revealed by God to the Jewish nation at Mount 
Sinai, Shavuot is also connected to the season of the grain harvest in Israel. In ancient times, the grain 
harvest lasted seven weeks and was a season of gladness (Jer. 5:24, Deut. 16:9-11, Isa. 9:2). It began with 
the harvesting of the barley during Passover and ended with the harvesting of the wheat at Shavuot. 
Shavuot was thus the concluding festival of the grain harvest.2 

 
How does the significance of this event coincide with the turning of pages and the entering 
into a new chapter within the one Story?  Pentecost marks the victory of God.  Pentecost is to 
be a season of gladness as the triumph of God and the fulfilling of His Promise and the 
completing of His picture.  Pentecost marks the ingathering of the nations.  Earlier chapters 
within the Story tell the reader what this will look like. 
 

That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. (Ps. 67:2) 
 
And let all kings bow down before him, All nations serve him. (Ps. 72:11) 
 
May his name endure forever; May his name increase as long as the sun shines; And let men bless 
themselves by him; Let all nations call him blessed. (Ps. 72:17) 
 
All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And they shall glorify 
Your name.  (Ps. 86:9) 
 
Praise the LORD, all nations; Laud Him, all peoples! (Ps. 117:1) 

 
The Book of Acts marks the triumph and advancement of God’s Story in Jerusalem, Judea, and 
Samaria and to the furthest regions of the world (Acts 1:8).  As with the nation of Israel so also 
the body of Jesus Christ, the mission of both were defined long before they were actually 
“birthed.”   
 
Israel was and the Church is the means for the proclamation of God’s Story.  Through this act 
of proclamation the redeemed are gathered, instructed in the Story and enabled to reproduce 
after their kind. Simply put, the mission of the Church is to complete the Story of God.  No 
Church need figure this out.  It has already been determined by God.  It is in the Story.  
 
Although every NT believer is a part of His Church invisible, such an emphasis is not found in 
the NT.3  The NT describes the church as a geographically defined assembly under the 
oversight of Elders who are served by Deacons and together strive for the faith of the gospel in 
the making and maturing of disciples through the local church and for the local church. 
 
No local church is larger than Christ since every local church is His body.  Jesus Christ is the 
head of every local church.  The mission of the church is to reproduce after its kind.  Local 
churches produce local churches.  Yet this idea must be placed inside of God’s overarching 
Story. 
 
The Story is contained in six acts: God, Creation, Rejection, Redemption, Re-Creation and 
Worship.  Every local church is to address the intrinsic problem of the Fall and humanity’s 
alienation from God.  Every local church is to openly proclaim the gospel in order that sinners 
might accept God’s commentary on their own rebellion against Him and His desire to answer 
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their debt and pardon their transgression.  Every local church is to empower the people to go 
and tell the Story to everyone, everywhere at all times. 
 
Although we struggle against the loss of personal individualism, the NT speaks of this task as 
done in community.  The NT says the church is stronger together than apart.  Not just as 
individuals, but as churches locally, nationally and globally.  It is only as we live in Story that 
we carry out the mission. 
 
Because of the churches corporate identity both locally, nationally and globally, every church 
is to recognize how they are a part of something that is boundary-busting and box-breaking.  It 
is not enough for us to speak of “one body.”  Such a statement is true, but it is something every 
church must act on.  It is possible to spread one too thin.  Thus there is the need to be 
intentional is one’s alliances for the sake of gospel proclamation and church planting activity. 
 
Every local church should strive to be a part of their local community, but such participation 
must always have as its end gospel proclamation.  We are His hands and feet, so let them 
know we are.  Yet beyond this we must actively work to reach and teach the nations both 
locally, nationally and globally through the planting of local churches.  This will always be 
done best in and through community.  Not just this immediate local church, but in 
participation with other local churches.  How might we best maximize our assets and utilize 
our resources?  How might we act on the NT picture of one body for the gathering of sinners 
in the glorifying of God?  How can we intentionally and actively participate in the fulfilling of 
His Story?   
 
My brothers and sisters, my fellow workers, my fellow soldiers, God’s messengers and public 
servants, this intent and engagement can happen when we stand fast with one mind and strive 
together for the faith of the gospel (Phi. 1:27). 
 
As we consider the work of Christ and the birth of His Church, let us remember it is for this 
reason we exist.  We are here, in this moment in the Story, to complete what is lacking.  We are 
one step closer to seeing the final and fullest gathering.  May we with fortitude and strength 
face the past, own the present and plod ever steady into the future.  May we never stop living 
and believing the primacy of the gospel, for the gospel is Jesus Christ.  
 
Transition into the textual study 
 
Life is impossible apart from water, yet water’s destructive properties are notable when they 
exceed their boundaries.  Hurricane Katrina was the deadliest and most destructive Atlantic 
hurricane of the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season.  The hurricane surge protection failures in 
New Orleans in their levee system are considered the worst civil engineering disaster in U.S 
history.   
 
In many ways the biblical narrative is a surging wall of information that must be contained 
within certain levees marked by the Storyline of Scripture. 
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Our intent in this opening study is to tie Luke 24 with Acts 1 and the larger Story of the Bible.  
Most of us understand how the biblical narrative is defined by the seed promise of Genesis 
3:15 and 3:21.  Those two texts control the flow of the biblical river.  They are the two banks 
providing the bends and dips of the river.  If the levees of the seed promise are breached, the 
Bible often becomes something similar to the ouiji board.  We go to it when we need direction 
or answers.  
 
When we search for life on other planets within our galaxy our quest is to look for the signs of 
water.  In the absence of water, life as we know it is unsustainable.   
 
Listen carefully to what I am about to say.  It is in light of the larger Story and the storyline that 
we define the mission of the Church.  It is only as we know the Story we can celebrate the 
victory of God through the mission of the Church.  This is the water that gives life.  In its 
absence, life is unsustainable. 
 
A problem within the Church is forgetting the larger Story in which the Bible sits.  The Bible is 
not a book of moral absolutes or a manual for godly living.  The Bible tells a single Story which 
finds Jesus Christ at its absolute middle.  Apart from Him there is no Story.  Please do not 
misunderstand me at this point.  I believe in one God who exists in three persons.  This 
singular God exists within Tri-unity.  They, not you and me, determine what this Story looks 
like.  They determined within themselves to make the second member of their relationship to 
be the centerpiece of their Story.  They determined that every lesser story speaks to this one 
Story.  They set the rules for understanding the lesser stories and the one Story. 
 
When we fail to lay hold of this singular idea, we find ourselves spreading our energy and 
squandering our resources in lesser aspects of the Story and fail to strive together for the faith 
of the gospel. 
 
Although the front part of this study is rather large it is necessary in order to place the mission 
of the Church in the context of the larger Story.  Many of us are already familiar with the larger 
Story of the Bible.  Within the overarching Story we can also trace the Saga of the Seed 
Promise. 
 

• Chapter 1 - The Subject of the Story – The Person and Purpose of God 

• Chapter 2 - The Villain Appears 

• Chapter 3 - The Hero Foretold 

• Chapter 4 - The Hero Arrives 

• Chapter 5 - The Hero’s Work  

• Chapter 6 - The Hero’s Legacy 

• Chapter 7 - The Story’s Epilogue 
 
Anything other than this idea is to mishandle the Bible by breaching the levee of Scripture and 
the truths that are to bring rest to the weary and peace to the heavy laden bring nothing but 
bondage and burden to the individual.  The witnesses to my statements are found in Luke 24 
and Acts 1. 
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The Book of Acts is the second in a two-volume set addressed to Theophilus and written by 
the Apostle Paul's associates, the physician named Luke.  It was written around 63-64 A.D. 
 
Luke wrote this book as a continuation of his gospel to show Theophilus what happened after 
Christ ascended to heaven.  A primary purpose of Acts is to explain the orderly and 
sovereignty-directed progress of the Gospel of Jesus Christ from Jews to Gentiles and from 
Jerusalem to Rome.  Its intent was to prove to Gentiles and Jews alike that Christianity was not 
a subversive movement but a faith that Christ had instituted and which now was spreading 
through the world by means of the Holy Spirit using faithful men.  It equally shows that this 
faith was established, maintained and spread through the planting of local churches whose 
members were converts to Christ from among Gentiles and Jews. 
 
The book of Acts can be roughly divided into three sections. Each section focuses on a 
particular audience, key personalities and specific phases in the expansion of the gospel 
message. 
 

• Chapters 1-7: This section deals with the beginnings of the gospel witness and the 
establishment of Christianity in Jerusalem. The key people are the Apostles and 
particularly Peter. 

 

• Chapters 8-12: This section regards the spread of Christianity to Judea and Samaria 
through preaching and persecution. Philip preaches in Samaria, Peter to Cornelius in 
Caesarea and the Apostle Paul encounters Christ on the way to Damascus. 

 

• Chapters 13-28: The final portion of Acts has to do with the spread of the Gospel to the 
ends of the Roman Empire through the ministry of the Apostle Paul and associates like 
Barnabas, Silas, Luke and Timothy. 

 
The book of Acts records selected historical accounts and theological discourses that form the 
link between the Gospels and the Epistles, tracing the development of Christianity from Jewish 
Jerusalem to Gentile Rome.  This is the larger overarching idea behind the Book of Acts.  These 
are the logistics to all of it.  There is however, a primary idea behind the Book of Acts as it 
relates to the one Story of God.  This continuity is notable by comparing Luke 24 with Acts 1. 
 
There are three primary elements to our Lord’s final words prior to His ascension (Luke 24:44-
49). 
 
First, there is the Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15 w/ Luke 24:44-47a).  It is always a point of 
perplexity when we fail to see how all the pieces are parts of this one Story.  Even the most 
casual reading of the biblical text will point this out, especially as it relates to the Book of 
Genesis with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, Lot and his daughters, Judah and his 
daughter in law Tamar.  Four elements are traceable concerning this idea.  There are ancient 
prophecies concerning the Seed Promise (v. 44). 
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The preaching of the gospel, which was promised to the prophets, and performed in his time, is 
committed unto the apostles, the sum of which is repentance and remission of sins.4 

 
Everyone handling this text recognizes the three-fold division of the Hebrew Canon noted by 
our Lord.  Jesus Christ fully recognizes the biblical storyline in which He is the central figure.  
This is what makes the Bible such a fascinating read.  Everywhere one turns God is pushing 
the Story forward so that it will find its fulfillment and completion in Jesus Christ.5   
 
There is a need for divine illumination in order to understand how the various pieces fit 
together (v. 45).  This text is consistent with many others.  God wrote in such a way as to be 
understood and expects us to understand, yet there is a connection that only comes when one 
has been illuminated by the Holy Spirit.  The ministry of illumination afforded by the Holy 
Spirit to His people is a separate study, but a necessary one.  Illumination does not carry the 
same authority weight as inspiration.  Illumination relates to seeing the pieces and the ability 
to “connect the dots.”  Illumination also relates to application.  Notice how Adam Clarke 
marks this in the following comment.     
 

They had a measure of light before, so that they discerned the Scriptures to be the true word of God, and 
to speak of the Messiah; but they had not light sufficient to enable them to apply these Scriptures to their 
Lord and Master; but now, by the influence of Christ, they see, not only, the prophecies which pointed 
out the Messiah, but also the Messiah who was pointed out by these prophecies. The book of God may be 
received in general as a Divine revelation, but the proper meaning, reference, and application of the 
Scriptures can only be discerned by the light of Christ. Even the very plain word of God is a dead letter to 
those who are not enlightened by the grace of Christ.6 

 
Inspiration carries the full weight of God’s authority and accuracy.  Illumination does not.  
This is recognizable when we see the diversity of understanding as it relates to God’s Word.  
There is consensus within the larger Church of Jesus Christ where God has providentially 
enabled His people to get the bulk right, but there are aspects to the larger reading where 
diversity is notable and thus to be celebrated. 
 
I find it unfortunate when some suggest the Bible to be a closed book or so complex as never to 
be deciphered by “laity.”  Friend, anyone can read this Book with understanding when you 
understand of whom it speaks.  When you parcel out the Scripture into bits and pieces you 
will never get it.  When you read the Bible as Story, you will get it.  The ministry of 
illumination is tied directly to the work of perspiration.  God connects dots as we labor in the 
Word.  The Word of God will remain a closed book if you do not open its pages.  Our 
ignorance of the text is not because the Holy Spirit is not teaching us; our ignorance is due to 
our lack of energy in studying the text.  He is always teaching, but we are not always listening.  
And by listening I do not mean empty meditation.  By listening I mean the hard work of 
reading and studying the text of Scripture.   
 
This text also speaks of the prophecy fulfilled when our Lord Jesus crushed the serpent’s head 
and the serpent “crushed” His heel (v. 46).  There is also the offering of deliverance through 
the fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture (v. 47a).  Adam Clarke 
provides this expansion on the idea of sins remitted, “Relates to the destruction of the power, 
the pardoning of the guilt, and the purification of the heart from the very nature of sin.”7 
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The second primary element in our Lord’s ascension message is found in the blessing of all the 
families of the earth (Luke 24:47b-48 w/ Gen. 12:3; Psalms; Rev. 5:9).  Jesus Christ equally 
recognizes the divine intent of a global community.  There is no Christian message apart from 
Christ.  There is no going into the world apart from the gospel which is Christ.  Do all the good 
you desire done, but apart from the gospel it is humanitarian activity that any unbeliever can 
engage in and often does.  Let this not become the mission of the Church.  Let us not divert 
one ounce of our energies or financial resources in building relational bridges with the 
unbelieving if we do not intend to share the gospel with them.  Let us bring an offering to 
the FOOD PANTRY of Waukesha County or financial gifts to ECFA, but if we do not have as 
our intent the preaching of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, His resurrection and their 
repentance for the remission of their sins then we are nothing but thundering clouds without 
the rain.  We come to a parched people needing rain and only bring our pious blathering.  The 
mission of His Church is to preach Christ/His Story among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.  We must not miss the significance of beginning in Jerusalem. 

 
This was the dwelling of his murderers, and it shows his readiness to forgive the vilest sinners. It was the 
holy place of the temple, the habitation of God, the place of the solemnities of the ancient dispensation, 
and it was proper that pardon should be first proclaimed there.8 

 
The final element is the guarantee of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49).  God enables the means of 
completing His Story.  The Spirit of God works in and through His people for the completion 
of His Story. 
 
The Book of Acts unfolds the victory of God in the fulfillment of the promise and the 
completion of the picture.  What Paul does in his letters is unpack the way the Story unfolded 
and how he exercised his oversight in the church of Jesus Christ.  Our current study focuses on 
the larger storyline.  Our study in the Book of Philippians is one expression of his oversight in 
the city of Philippi. 
 
Luke 24 references the idea of promise.  Let us take a moment to consider this idea as it is 
found in the New Testament.  Prior to Luke 24 the word is used in human transactions for 
oaths and commitments (Matt. 14:7; Mark 14:11).  It is seen in this way in Acts 23:21.  After 
these occurrences of the word promise, its usage will be dominated and controlled by the 
promise within the Story of God. 
 

• The promise is described as coming from the Father (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4). 

• The promise fulfilled results in His people being clothed with power from on high 
(Luke 24:49). 

• The promise made by the Father relates to the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33). 

• The fulfillment of the promise is ethnically impartial (Acts 2:39). 

• The promise is given to those whom God calls to Himself (Acts 2:39). 

• The promise was given to Abraham (Acts 7:17; Heb. 6:13ff). 

• The promise is tied to Seed and the coming of the Savior Jesus Christ (Acts 13:23; 32, 33; 
Rom. 1:2; 4:21). 
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which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures (Rom. 1:2) 
 
and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. (Rom. 4:21) 
 
"And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has 
fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second 
Psalm, 'YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.' (Acts 13:32) 
 

• Paul references this promise in Acts 26:6, 7. 
 

6 "And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the 
promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day. 
And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews. (Acts 26:6, 7) 

 

• A question needing to be addressed is whether or not the promise made by the Father 
in Luke 24 is the same promise made to Abraham (Rom. 4:13-20).  Paul references the 
idea of promise and seed in Romans 9:8, 9.  He ties the two together in Galatians 3:14-
29. 

 
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise. 
(Gal. 3:29) 

 

• Paul speaks of the believer being sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise in 
Ephesians 1:3.  He also references promise in 2:12 and 3:6. 

• The promise speaks to eternal life (2 Tim. 1:1). 

• The promise has a future aspect of fulfillment (2 Pet. 3:13). 
 
The Seed Promise contains the promise of the Holy Spirit (Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 11:19; Joel 2:28-
32).  Luke’s intent is to show the continuation of the Story.  He provides for the reader the rest 
of the story.  Acts 1 picks this up for us.  Acts will show us the victory of God. 
 
In the Book of Acts, Luke’s intent is to provide evidence as to how Christianity is a 
continuation of God’s one Story.  His opening argument links directly back to Luke 24:44-49. 
 

Luke switches over from the history of the Gospel that is from the history of the sayings and doings of 
Christ, unto the Acts of the Apostles.9 

 
That which was once the “holy city” became the scene of an immeasurable crime.  Through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit this city would be “reclaimed” 
by God.  Luke picks up where he left off with the guarantee of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:1-8a).10  
The enablement for the completion of the Story is the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit.  This 
baptism is graphically depicted in Acts 2:1ff.  Our Lord Jesus in His upper room discourse 
with the disciples made consistent reference to the coming of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16, 26; 
15:26; 16:7-13).  This promise is not in place of the Seed Promise, but is a result of the Seed 
Promise fulfilled. 
 

These are the words of Jesus to his apostles; and he evidently has reference to what was said of John's 
baptism compared with his own in Mt 3:11; John 1:33. In those verses John is represented as baptizing 
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with water, but the Messiah who was to come as baptizing with the Holy Ghost and with fire. This 
promise respecting the Messiah was now about to be fulfilled in a remarkable manner. See Ac 2:1-47.11 

 
They were waiting for what we now enjoy.  The day of waiting is over.  We are sent and as we 
go, we tell.  We have received the promise.  Our mission is set and known.  We are now to 
advance and spread throughout the entire world.   
 
The word authority in Matthew 28:18-20 provides the commissioning aspect of our mission.  
The word power used in Luke and Acts speaks of enablement. 12  Our power to be Christian is 
found in our union with Christ accomplished through the baptizing work of the Holy 
Spirit.  The disciples ask a question of curiosity Jesus gives them what they need to hear. 
 

St. Chrysostom has well observed, "that it is the prerogative of an instructer to teach his disciple, not what 
he wishes to learn, but what his master sees best for him:"13 

 
Luke continues by stressing the inclusive and global nature of the Seed Promise (Acts 1:8b).  
The Book of Acts provides the sequence of 1:8 -- Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the remotest 
part of the earth.  This is God’s intent as noted in Genesis 12:3.14  The command of God in Acts 
1:8 reflects the promise made to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 which is rooted in Genesis 3:15 and 
finds its back story in the eternal counsel of God’s will.  The Book of Acts reveals the 
fulfillment of Acts 1:8.   
 
The Book of Acts tells us God is finishing His Story.  Everything is moving forward.  The 
kingdom is coming because the King is coming.  Yet often we read this part of the Story with a 
perspective of defeat and fatalism.  We are wrong to do so.  I am familiar enough with the 
Bible to know that the majority of what I read is marked by human failure and global 
atrocities, yet God uses the events of providence to move His Story forward.  Acts shows me 
this.   
 
We speak of un-reached people groups or un-churched or under-churched people and rightly 
so.  There is a significant group of people who have not heard, but let us not conclude their 
lack of hearing is because we have not gone or desire to go.  It was not true in Paul’s day when 
he was forbidden to go into geographical regions and it is not true today (Acts 16:6-9).  This 
however cannot stop us from telling as we are going.  We are a people connected through 
various means to the world around us.  We can and should use whatever means necessary to 
reach those who have not heard or who have heard and have rejected Christ.   
 
The Book of Acts tells us of God’s victory.  What He secured at Calvary is played out before 
us.  We speak of Church History poorly.  What Church History shows us is the triumphal 
march of the gospel into the world.  To be sure it is messy, but it is no less part of God’s Story. 
 
In the commissioning and empowering of the Church what were they to be doing?  What was 
the enablement enabling them to do?  Acts 2 tells us what this mission looks/sounds like. 
 
Luke ends with our Lord telling His disciples to tell the Story.  Acts 2 shows us how they obey 
this commission (Acts 2:1-44 [READ VV. 14-41]).   
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The sign gifts of Pentecost often distract us from its place in the Story.  When signs move us 
from the Son, we have significant issues.  Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost outlines the 
Story up to and including Jesus Christ.  Peter’s intent is to show how Jesus Christ is the 
fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture.  He is the message forming the 
mission of His Church. 
 
Friends, as a fellowship this is where our energy and assets are to be focused.  We are to be 
enabling the preaching of Christ to those who are weary and heavy laden (Matt. 11:29-30).  We 
are to preach the freedom of the cross and continue to deliver those who are in the yoke of 
slavery (Gal. 5:1).  We are to be preaching the Christ “who brings comfort to the poor, release 
to the captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, and sets free those who are oppressed” (Luke 
4:18-19).  As we will see the message is set and the means are notable and evident throughout 
the Book of Acts.  God secures for Himself a body through which His Story is lived out and 
others are gathered in.  We are a part of this Story.  We are to live the Story and engage those 
within our circle of influence for the proclamation of the gospel and the advancement of His 
kingdom.  May God help us to realize our place within the one Story. 
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the Epistle of James, three verses of the Third Epistle of John, and nineteen verses of the Book of Revelation.”  
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4 1599 Geneva Bible Notes on Luke 24:44. 
5 “This division of the Old Testament was in use long before the time of Christ, and was what he referred 

to here; and he meant to say that in each of these divisions of the Old Testament there were prophecies respecting 
himself. The particular subject before them was his resurrection from the dead. A most striking prediction of this 
is contained in Ps 16:9-11. Compare it with Ac 2:24-32; 13:35-37.” Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Luke 24:44.  
“The events of divine providence are a fulfilment of the divine word.”  Family Bible Notes on Luke 24:44. 

6 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Luke 24:45. 
7 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Luke 24:47. 
8 “Making the first overtures of mercy to my murderers! If, then, the sinners of Jerusalem might repent, 

believe, and be saved, none, on this side hell, need despair.”  Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Luke 24:47. 
“Because, right in the citadel of his enemies, where he had been slain, the Risen Lord was to be first proclaimed, 
his Gospel preached, the Holy Spirit shed forth, and his kingdom established. Because, too, the prophet (Isa 2:3, 5) 
had declared that Jerusalem should be the place where the Gospel should be first preached.”  People’s New 
Testament Commentary on Acts 1:4. 

9 1599 Geneva Bible Notes on Acts 1:1. 
10 “Note present active infinitive, to keep on waiting for (around, peri). In the Great Commission on the 

mountain in Galilee this item was not given (Mt 28:16-20). It is the subjective genitive, the promise given by the 
Father (note this Johannine use of the word), that is the Holy Spirit ("the promise of the Holy Spirit," objective 
genitive).” A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Acts 1:4. 

11 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on Acts 1:5.  “This baptism of the Holy Spirit was predicted by John (Mt 
3:11) as the characteristic of the Messiah's work. Now the Messiah himself in his last message before his 
Ascension proclaims that in a few days the fulfilment of that prophecy will come to pass.”  A.T. Robertson’s Word 
Pictures on Acts 1:5. 
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12 “The word power here refers to all the help or aid which the Holy Spirit would grant; the power of 

speaking with new tongues; of preaching the gospel with great effect; of enduring great trials, etc.” Albert Barnes’ 
NT Commentary on Acts 1:8. 

13 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Acts 1:8. 
14 “When the twelve disciples were sent out to preach, Mt 10:5, their commission was very limited-they 

were not to go in the way of the Gentiles, nor enter into any city of the Samaritans, but preach the Gospel to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel: but here their commission is enlarged, for they are to go into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. See Mt 28:18.” Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Acts 1:8.  “The word earth, or 
land, is sometimes taken to denote only the land of Palestine. But here there does not seem to be a necessity for 
limiting it thus. If Christ had intended that, he would have mentioned Galilee, as being the only remaining 
division. But as he had expressly directed them to preach the gospel to all nations, the expression here is clearly to 
be considered as including the Gentile lands as well as the Jewish. The evidence that they did this is found in the 
subsequent parts of this book, and in the history of the church. In this way Jesus replied to their question.  
Though he did not tell them the time when it was to be done, nor did he affirm that he would restore the 
kingdom to Israel, yet he gave them an answer that implied that the work should advance--should advance much 
farther than the land of Israel; and that they would have much to do in promoting it.”  Albert Barnes’ NT 
Commentary on Acts 1:8. 


